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Don’t Waste Your Time Hipster
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Joe Ode To Clancy
Toll Free Tomorrow
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| mean seriously, who wants to read a bunch of whiny old
guys go on and on about how great things were before
you were born? Not me, and I'm one of them! So let me
be straight about this, before your eyes glaze over: The
great thing about Mike and Tom and Al and that other
guy was that they Did. Not. Give. A. Whatever. And in that
sense, maybe they were The Most Jersey of all the Jersey
bands in that era (yeah, suck it Bruce).

New Jersey has a pretty great track record when it comes
to musicians actually, but don’t expect it to ever get the
‘scene’ respect of a New Orleans or Memphis--i
dispersed and more to the point, too overshadowed by
the civic egos of New York and Philadelphia. But in the
‘80s it seemed like everyone was in a band, half the time
just because it was something to do. You kids now have
videogames and unboxing videos, but don’t expect your
review of Mariocart 3000 to be reissued 20 years from
now. Just sayin.

And it's important to understand just how intense people
were about music then--genres and subgenres weren’t
just dorky details to mull over, they were lines in the sand.
So TMA started off as a straight-ahead thrash punk band
but as the hardcore scene divided itself into groups that
took themselves too seriously, or not seriously at all, Tom,
Mike, and Al realized they didn’t really want to belong to
any club that would have them for members (and Dave
obviously didn’t even want to belong to that club). And
that’s when things got, | think, a lot more interesting.

New Jersey was such a crazy stew of musical ideas

back then, we had rockabilly revivalists, jazz heads, punk
poppers, metalheads and avant whatsis all bumping into
each other on the daily, and if you were cool, you'd build
an audience. Didn’t even matter that much if you were
nothing like the last band or the next one. Just don’t be
boring. Please, FOR THE LOVE OF ALL THAT IS HOLY,
don’t be boring.

So, it was the second album era, when Tom and Mike in-
fused the proto-goth of Killing Joke and the Chameleons,
not to mention some Link Wray/Dick Dale vibes, that |
think they created something pretty unique.

Not that they cared much. TMA could never motivate
themselves to tour and really were almost impeccably,

isitely L ious. With a few ions--The
Smithereens, Ween, Monster Magnet, Bouncing Souls--
we all were.

We drank beer. We liked beer. Do you like beer?

—Eric Gladstone (2019)
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